
Choosing the right school for your child. 

In your daughter’s P7 year, you will no doubt spend time researching and visiting 

schools as you try to decide which one will be best for your daughter, you will 

have been provided with data …. lots of data! 

Data is important as it allows you to make comparisons between the schools 

that you and your daughter are considering. However, it can be difficult to 

know which comparisons are helpful and which can be misleading. 

To illustrate this, consider the following two fictitious schools (School X and 

School Y).  

Two measures are presented below.  

 

 

The ‘outcome’ measure takes no account of pupil ability and the progress that 

they make in their school. This is the type of comparative data that the 

Department of education publishes. Comparison of ‘outcome’ data suggests 

that School X is the best school. 



The ‘progress’ measure takes account of the ability of each pupil when they 

joined the school and measures their final attainment relative to that by 

comparing their final grade with those of pupils of the same ability across the 

UK. It shows how pupils in the school achieve compared to pupils of the same 

ability in other schools and this is the type of data that is used to compare 

school performance in England. Comparison of ‘progress’ data between 

schools shows which school your daughter is likely to progress and excel in. 

Here is some typical ‘progress’ data for Glenlola Collegiate.  

 

 


